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AFCAC AFRAA, ACI-AFRICA, CANSO, IATA AND UNWTO 

STATEMENT: ‘‘IMPERATIVES FOR A SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY 
OF THE AIR TRAVEL INDUSTRY IN AFRICA’’ 

The 9th Aviation Stakeholders Convention, jointly spon-
sored by Ethiopian Airlines and AFRAA, under the theme 
“Building blocks for the Air Transport Recovery” was vir-
tually convened against the backdrop of a number of 
mounting challenges the aviation industry continue to 
grabble with. Finding a common ground and strategies 
was therefore necessary to drive air transport sustaina-
bility beyond mere survivability, aviation stakeholders 
maintained. This view was equally echoed by the Secre-
tary General of AFCAC, who was amongst the list of dis-
tinguished industry personalities invited as speakers. 
The Secretary General also in his Opening remarks 
stated that it was clear that the challenges industry con-
tinues to face daily was still an uphill battle but sur-
mountable. The Secretary General then lauded the avia-
tion stakeholders for the timely hosting of the Conven-
tion as it provided all a golden opportunity for exchange 
of knowledge and share their wealth of experience to 
support strategies that will support the sector‟s recovery 
efforts. Aviation stakeholders have undoubtedly, since 
the beginning of the pandemic experienced severe cash 
burns and continue to face serious liquidity challenges 

due to the collapse of passenger revenues, unavoidable 
cost of operations and the decline in international tourist 
arrivals. The Secretary General offered some insights of 
AFCAC‟s key priorities. AFCAC in collaboration with ICAO 
through its AFI-CES and AFI-CIS programmes would 
conduct technical assistance to States in line for the 
ICAO USOAP and USAP audits and with IATA and AFRAA 
enable about eligible airline/operators to participate in 
training workshops in preparation for their IOSA and 
ISSA certification. The Convention which was attended 
by 463 concluded with a Joint Stakeholders‟ Statement 
in which they amongst other reminded policy makers 
that COVID-19 was a global challenge and therefore re-
quired global solutions. They furthermore appealed to 
Governments to adopt harmonized travel protocols, re-
duce the cost of the high PCR test cost in Africa, expe-
dite the vaccine roll out campaigns, lift up the prohibitive 
travel restrictions and encourage them to adopt the glo-
bally interoperable digital health passes. AFCAC, AFRAA, 
ACI-Africa, CANSO, IATA and UNWTO are the signing 
partners of the Joint Statement titled: „„Imperatives for a 
sustainable recovery of the air travel industry in Africa‟‟.  

      9TH AVIATION STAKEHOLDERS CONVENTION, 18 - 19 MAY 2021  

VIRTUAL MEETING OF AIR TRANSPORT MINISTERS OF ECCAS - 10 MAY 2021  
The Economic Community of Central African 
States (ECCAS) held, on 10thMay 2021, the Air 
Transport Ministerial Virtual Meeting which was 

preceded by Experts Meeting – and which AFCAC partici-
pated. The ECCAS is one of the AU-Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) with which AFCAC has signed a 
Memorandum of Cooperation of the Single African Air 
Transport Market (SAATM) funded with financial support 
from the AfDB. The principal subject of the meeting was 
on air transport connectivity in Central Africa to consider 
issues of aviation safety, security. Three points that fea-
tured prominently on the Agenda of the Ministers Meet-

ing were amongst others: i) Communication of the EC-
CAS Commission on Civil Aviation Safety in Central Afri-
ca; ii) Review of the Experts Report; iii) Review and ap-
proval of the roadmap for improving air connectivity in 
Central Africa. The Secretariat of AFCAC provided contri-
butions during the ECCAS Experts and Ministerial virtual 
meeting on Air Transport. The Secretary General of 
AFCAC called on ECCAS to finalize the signing of the 
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) with AFCAC for the 
full implementation of the SAATM in Central Africa. In 
addition, he also encouraged the ECCAS States which 
have not yet joined the SAATM to do so.  

     ECOWAS MINISTERIAL MEETING - 26 MAY 2021 
The meeting of Ministers in charge of Air 
Transport and Finance of Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS) was held on 

May 26, 2021. The Secretary General of AFCAC, Mr. Te-
fera Mekonnen made a presentation on the update on 
the implementation of SAATM where he called on 
ECOWAS member States to enforce compliance with 
ICAO policies on charges, fees and taxes to minimize 
costs of travel in the region. The Secretary General 
further called  to make strategic policy decisions to op-
timize the benefits of aviation in their region through the 
full implementation of the YD/SAATM. The Ministers ex-
pressed their determination to ensure that member 
States benefit more from the contribution of air trans-
port to the economic development of the region, impro-
ved air connectivity and competitiveness of airlines as 

well as reduction of air fares. They further expressed 
their desire to establish in the ECOWAS region one or 
more Regional aircraft maintenance centers with a view 
to reducing the operating costs of airlines and to en-
hance the level of safety of air transport in line with the 
ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices.  
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From 28 April to 11 May 2021, AFCAC held pre-
paratory meetings towards the 32nd ICAO AVSEC Panel 
with the Group of African Experts who are also AVSEC 
Panel members. The Group developed a Working Paper 
to be presented by AFCAC, and also reviewed and for-
mulated African common positions on the Working Pa-

pers published by ICAO, in consultation with African 
members States. The AFCAC Working Paper was 
subsequently uploaded onto the ICAO Secure Portal and 
is ready for presentation at the 32nd AVSEC Panel mee-
ting. The preparations continued as additional Working 
Papers were loaded.  

GLOBAL AVIATION DIALOGUES (LTAG-GLADS) MEETING, 9-14 MAY 2021  

The African Civil Aviation Commission par-
ticipated in the ICAO Long Term Aspiratio-

nal Goals - Global Aviation Dialogues (LTAG-GLADS) 
meeting held over the period of 9-14 may 2021. The 
meeting was attended by 15 ESAF/WACAF States. Du-
ring the meeting a strong call was made for more and 
regional specific dialogues on the LTAG to allow more 
States / stakeholder Institutions (AFRAA, ACI, CANSO 
etc.) understand the tasks of the LTAG Task Group and 
the expected outcomes of the work. AFCAC Secretariat 
was recommended to coordinate with African Environ-
ment Experts to undertake analysis of the proposed out-
comes of LTAG, provide briefing notes for all African 

States and AFI group in order to facilitate African States‟ 
understanding and prepare them going into future 
GLADs, High Level meetings and the 41st ICAO Assem-
bly. African States participating in the meeting also re-
commended the AFI Group at ICAO to take the lead in 
discussions with other regions and States to support the 
common African positions as the work progresses to-
wards to the 41st ICAO Assembly taking into account the 
analysis and briefing notes provided by the African CAEP 
(Committee on Aviation Environmental Protection) repre-
sentatives. African States endorsed that coordination 
between AFCAC and AFI Group should be maintained at 
all Stages in implementing these recommendations.  

AFCAC participated in the SASO Conference in 
which the President and  the Secretariat of AF-

CAC expressed commitment to continue to facilitate 
cooperation and collaboration between RSOOs for the 
sharing of experiences and best practices in line with the 
Outcomes of the Global Forum on RSOOs held in 2017 in 

Ezulwini, Eswatini. AFCAC supported the SASO National 
Safety Inspector (NSI) program and encouraged the 
RSOO to tap experiences from similar programs in the 
continent. SADC member States expressed commitment 
to operationalize SASO and to finalize recruitment of the 
SASO professional staff.  

               AVIATION SECURITY  - AVSEC PANEL 

23RD MEETING OF THE SADC CIVIL AVIATION SUB SECTORIAL COMMITTEE, 19-20 MAY 2021  

During this meeting, a report on AFCAC activi-
ties was presented including highlights on COVID-19 and 
its impact on aviation in Africa. AFCAC gave highlights of 
the status of implementation of the Single African Air 
Transport Market (SAATM), the Task Force for the Hu-
man Resources Development Fund (HRDF), the AFI 
Cooperative Inspectorate Scheme (AFI CIS), AFI Coope-
rative Expert Scheme (AFI CES) and the environment 
protection initiatives by AFCAC. AFCAC briefed the mee-
ting about the collaboration between African Union Com-
mission, AFCAC, ICAO ESAF/WACAF Regional Offices, 

AFI Group, key industry partners such as IATA, AFRAA, 
CANSO and ACI in which a High-Level Task Force (HLTF) 
was established to develop high level recommendations 
for a safe restart of the aviation industry in Africa. AF-
CAC also conducted follow up webinars which engaged 
DGs for the sharing of successes and challenges encoun-
tered during the re-start phase. SADC member States 
were encouraged to implement the recommendations of 
the HLTF and the ICAO CART (Council Aviation Recovery 
Task Force) recommendations to ensure safe and secure 
re-start of the aviation industry. 

ECOWAS EXPERTS MEETING - COMMON POLICY ON AERONAUTICAL CHARGES AND TAXES & STU-

DY ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE CENTRE, 24-25 MAY 2021  

The African Civil Aviation Commission partici-
pated in the ECOWAS Experts virtual meeting 

on 24-25 May. Three topics were developed: i) 
Workshop for the validation of the final Reports of the 
Studies on Air Transport; ii) Final Report on the Com-
mon Policy on Aviation Charges, Taxes and Fees Policy;  
iii) Final Report on the Update of a Business Plan for a 
Regional Aircraft Maintenance Facility (RMRO); iv) Re-
commendations and Resolutions. The Secretary General 
of AFCAC presented to the meeting updates related to 
operationalization of the Executing Agency of the Ya-

moussoukro Decision and the Single African Air Trans-
port Market (SAATM) and work programs to member 
States and  airlines / Operators. The meeting recom-
mended to create a Task Force to be made up of one 
Expert from the Aviation Sector (Ministry or Civil Aviation 
Authority) of each ECOWAS Member State. This Task 
Force will also be supported by key stakeholders inclu-
ding the African Union, AFCAC, ICAO, IATA, UEMOA, 
BAGASOO, AFRAA, AfDB and all other relevant bodies. 
The deadline for the completion of the work of the Task-
force is 31st September, 2021.  

54TH CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY AND SECURITY OVERSIGHT AGENCY (CASSOA) 
BOARD MEETING - 14 MAY 2021  

AFCAC Secretary General gave opening remarks at the 
virtual 54th CASSOA Board Meeting in which he 
highlighted cooperation activities between AFCAC and 
CASSOA and also briefed the meeting on the status of 
the Executing Agency of the YD and planned activities 
on sustainable development of SAATM. During the 54th 
CASSOA Board meeting, the Secretary General of EAC, 

Hon. Peter Mathuki and Director Generals appreciated 
AFCAC‟s effective coordination role and leadership in 
continental activities and the success achieved on full 
operationalization of the Executing Agency of YD. CAS-
SOA Board reiterated its support of continental activities 
including the AFI CIS and AFI CES program of activities 
and implementation of the SAATM.  

SADC AVIATION SAFETY ORGANIZATION (SASO) CONFERENCE, 20 MAY 2021  
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Transformation and solidarity is key in the post-pandemic recovery - Uniting Aviation  05/05/2021 - The  Secretary 
General of ICAO, Dr. Fang Liu noted that ongoing pandemic impacts on international mobility reveal that the world 
is “back to 2003 levels in terms of global seat capacity during the UNWTO Global Tourism Crisis Committee and 
Commission for the Middle East   
   

https://www.theafricareport.com/27491/coronavirus-a-unique-opportunity-for-african-aviation/  06/05/2021 - It is 
impossible to overstate the impact that COVID-19 is having on the global aviation sector. IATA estimates that the 
industry will see its revenue shrink by 44% in 2020, while global GDP will only contract by approximately 3%.  
 

The importance of government and industry partnerships in global cyber resilience - Uniting Aviation   07/05/2021 - 
The ICAO Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu underscored the importance of the close and effective partnerships now 
established among States and industry, and the urgency of keeping those partnerships “vibrant and productive.   
 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/african-airlines-traffic-sank-73-7-in-march.html  07/05/2021 - IATA announced 
that passenger traffic fell in March 2021 compared to pre-COVID levels in March 2019 but rose compared to the 
immediate month prior to February 2021.  
 

http://dailymorocco.com/ram-ceo-elected-to-iata-board-of-governors/    17/05/2021 - The CEO of the national air-
line Royal Air Maroc (RAM), Abdelhamid Addou, has been elected a member of the “Board of Governors” of IATA, a 
first for the national airline and Morocco.  
 

Rwanda: RwandAir to Focus on African Routes in New Recovery Strategy - allAfrica.com 18/05/2021- RwandAir, the 
national carrier is set to put more focus on its regional routes as the airline looks to maximise its operational cost 
that will, among others, boost its financial performance.  
 

https://www.modernghana.com/news/1082333/african-airlines-take-steps-to-vaccinate-employees.html 19/05/2021 
- Ethiopian Airlines Group, Africa‟s leading airline, has also started vaccinating its employees against COVID-19 as 
of 14th May, 2021 in its temporarily opened vaccination center.  
 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/egyptair-training-academy-passes-easa-initial-qualification-audit.html  
20/05/2021 - EgyptAir Training Academy has successfully passed EASA initial qualification audit for its A220-300 
newest full flight simulator with the highest level (D). EASA audit team praised the technical status and the perfor-
mance of the device.  
 

https://www.traveldailynews.com/post/icao-joins-transport-leaders-in-exploring-new-horizons-for-post-covid-19-
economies-and-societies-at-2021-itf-summit  21/05/2021 - While participating in the high-level opening panel dis-
cussion at the International Transport Forum‟s Summit 2021, ICAO SG responded on the role of governments in 
building back better in terms of innovation and sustainability, and on what ICAO has been learning from its emis-
sions reduction Stocktaking Seminars in terms of near-term solutions, especially in the area of sustainable aviation 
fuels.  
 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rwandair-awarded-diamond-status-rating-for-covid-19-prevention-
measures.html  25/05/2021 - RwandAir has become the first African airline to be awarded the top Diamond status 
rating for COVID-19 prevention measures. The award comes from APEX Health Safety, powered by SimpliFlying, for 
the airline‟s sustained work to ensure the highest standards of cleanliness and sanitisation for its customers and 
crew.  

The ICAO Council expressed its strong concern at the 
apparent forced diversion of Ryanair Flight FR4978, a 
commercial passenger aircraft flying in Belarus airspace 
on Sunday, 23 May 2021. At a special meeting conve-
ned, the ICAO Governing Body underlined the impor-
tance of establishing the facts of what happened, and of 

understanding whether there had been any breach by 
any ICAO Member State of international aviation law, 
including the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
and its Annexes. Readmore @ https://www.icao.int/
Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-agrees-to-pursue-fact-
finding-investigation-into-Belarus-incident.aspx   
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ICAO COUNCIL TO PURSUE FACT FINDING INVESTIGATION INTO RYANAIR FR4978, 27 MAY 2021   
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